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Desprois Wins Arizona State Championship
By Ralph Canfield

The SeaWind Class Arizona Championship Regatta was hosted by the
West Valley R/C Mariners at Litchfield Park Town Lake, on Saturday
April 9, 2006. Nine skippers turned
out on a fine Arizona day to sail a fun
filled regatta. Although the wind was
light, variable and shifting, everyone
enjoyed themselves as the shifting
breezes created constantly changing
sailing conditions.
A sharp drop in the lake level, due
to some ill timed dock maintenance,
made for some innovative launching
methods including the use of the club
The fleet shortly after the start in light winds.
boat as a rather shaky launch platform. Remarkably, no one got wet. Eight of the nine skippers finished all
In This Issue
Several skippers simply waded out to 12 races. The only casualty occurred
when the battery in Tim Copps’ new
launch and retrieve their boats.
AZ State Championship..….…..1
The first of twelve races started at Spektrum transmitter died after only
about 10:00 AM, after a brief skip- four races. We look forward to seeing Nationals Preview………...……2
per’s meeting. Each skipper was al- Tim at future events. John McFarland
was very happy to have finished all
lowed to throw out one race from the
twelve races which was a personal Secretary’s Desk………….……3
first six and one race from the second best for him. . I believe we can look
six races. The final results were there- forward to seeing him move up Tech Corner…………………….4
fore figured using each skipper’s 10 through the fleet in future regattas.
best races. There was only one pro- Nice work John. Dennis Poole won the Fleet Report: Naples MYC….…7
test that went to committee. After due second race. He had a very good,
deliberation, the committee decided to clear start and stayed out front by Fleet Report: ACMSC……..…..8
(Continued on Page 3)
throw it out as there were
no witnesses
(the West Valley R/C Mariners Arizona State Championship Regatta Saturday April 5, 2006
“skirmish” occurred on the Skipper
Sail #
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 Total Pos.
2 *6
1
2
3
1
1 *8
3
2
1
5
21 1
other side of the lake). Dennis Desprois 106
86
3 *6
2
1
2
3
2
2
1 *6
5
1
22 2
There were a number of Mike Eades
Jay Barnes
2
1
3
3
4 *6
5
3
1 *4
1
4
3
28 3
fouls requiring the skippers
Rowland Stevens
22
6 *8
8
3
1
7 *8
4
2
4
2
2
39 4
to make a penalty “360”. Steve Sherry
65
5
2
5 *6
4
2
5
3
5
5
6 *6
42 5
These were due to minor Harvey Mickelson 115
7
4 *7
7
5
4
4
6 *8
3
3
7
50 6
74
1
1
6
5 *7
6
7
5
6
7 *8
4
51 7
bumping while rounding Dennis Poole
188
9
9 *9
8
8
8
6
7
7 *8
7
8
77 8
and contacting marks. John McFarland
Tim Copps
101
8
7
4
6 DNS *DNS DNS *DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS 91 9
Some could be blamed on Notes: (*) denotes a throwout (one from first 6 races and one from last six races).
DNS – Did not start (scored as fleet + 2 points).
the ever shifting wind.
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Nationals to Move East for 2006

For those who
By Ken Bauser — SeaWind #110
Middlebury, Connecticut will be the site might want to
for the 2006 Seawind National Champi- consider an early
onship, being hosted by the Housatonic arrival or an exModel Yacht Club, September 8, 9 and 10 tended stay in
at Hop Brook Lake, a recreation area the area (or in
formed as part of a flood control system the case of inbuilt and administered by the U.S. Army c l e m e n t
Corps of Engineers.
weather), there
Numerous picnic areas and hiking are various attrails surround the sailing site, with an tractions nearby
adjacent beach and convenient parking that may be of
right at the edge of the pit area. Being at interest, starting
the start of our fall season here in Con- with a wonderful
necticut, cooler weather and nice breezes truck museum
can be expected, and though a little early just down the
for fall foliage, some color might be seen. road from our
Activities will commence Friday, Sep- suggested hotel.
tember 8th, with early check in and infor- Within 25 miles
mal practice sailing. We anticipate an in- are two rail mu- Beautiful Hop Brook Lake nestled in the Connecticut countryside.
formal get together in the evening, at a seums, a trolley
local restaurant. Final registration will be museum, and a clock museum. Under an “Vintage Fall Festival” is annually held
Saterday A.M., followed by racing in the hour’s drive, and at our suggested airport, over Labor Day weekend at Lime Rock
morning and afternoon, with a break for is the Bradley Air Museum, and one and Park, dubbed by Hemmings Motor News
lunch. After the day’s racing we will have a half hours would make a trip well as “America’s most beautiful race track”,
a picnic at the park. Sailand is just a 45 minute
ing resumes Sunday A.
drive from Middlebury
M., with a lunch break
through the very scenic
followed by the last few
Northwest Hills of Conraces, and then handing
necticut.
out of awards, picture
And lastly, for those
taking, etc. In addition
“feeling lucky”, Eastern
to the commemorative
Connecticut is home to
gift that each participant
two “world class” casiwill receive, there will
nos, Foxwoods and Mobe the AMYA supplied
hegan Sun. In addition to
Gold Chevrons and custhese area attractions we
tom trophies awarded
should also point out, for
for the top finishers. Asthose who sail U.S. One
sorted “door prizes” will
Meters or ODOMs, that
also be given out, thanks
those classes’ National
to a number of generous
Championships are besponsors.
ing held concurrently, in
For more complete
Ohio, the weekend after
details, contained in the
our event, opening up
Notice of Race and the
the possibility of a comEntry Form, we hope
bined trip.
you will visit the HMYC
A word about the
The boat preparation area at the 2005 Region 1 Championship Regatta.
Website at www.
hosting club. Organized
geocities.com/
in 1983, the Housatonic
housatonicmodelyachtclub/ or contact the worth it to Mystic Seaport and Mystic Model Yacht Club presently accommoRegatta Coordinator, Fred Goebel, by Aquarium, plus the Nautilus Museum dates five active classes, in seven fleets,
phone at 203 426-6986, e-mail at fred- where you may board the first nuclear on our regular season racing schedule,
maryg@mailstation.com or postal mail to submarine. For anyone with an interest spanning mid April to early October.
22 Rock Ridge Rd., Newtown, CT 06470. in old cars, or vintage auto racing, the
Our largest class is the (Cont. on page 7)
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SCOA:
From the
Secretary’s Desk
By Mike Eades
It is hard to believe this is already the
fifth issue of “SeaWind Express”. Time
sure flies when you are having fun! The
AMYA magazine “Model Yachting”,
Issue #140 saw the SeaWind featured in a
series of articles. The feature was well
received as I had a number of very positive comments, including some from
skippers in other classes. My thanks go to
my fellow authors, Ken Bauser and Walt
Chapman, Doug Lanterman, Andy Rust
and Bob Harmon for sharing the load and
illustrating how much this class truly is a
team effort.
The feature has stimulated further interest in the SeaWind class and boat registration continues to grow steadily. Currently there are 129 skippers registered
with 139 boats; 89 members are also
members of AMYA. We do encourage
membership in the AMYA, which promotes the sport nationally and produces
the excellent magazine, which is now
almost back to its original quarterly
schedule. Of course, AMYA membership
is a requirement to compete in regattas at
Regional or National level. Please renew
your AMYA memberships on time; failure to do so results in your being dropped
from the AMYA current member list so
the membership numbers fluctuate back
and forth. Also be sure to mention you
(AZ State Champs Cont. from p. 1) capitalizing on the clear air around him and
his ability to stay out of traffic. Dennis
Desprois, Mike Eades, and Jay Barnes
fought each other and the light winds
throughout the regatta. When the smoke
cleared, only seven points separated them
for the first three positions.
We heard that several seasoned as
well are relatively new skippers are in the
process of building new SeaWinds. We
look forward to seeing the results of these
projects in the near future.
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own a SeaWind when renewing your
AMYA membership.
The class treasury is quite healthy,
standing at $378.77 after I acquired new
stock of “S” logos. Our main expense,
apart from ongoing stationery and postage, will be incurred at the end of this
year with the bi-annual class ballot (more
later). The interest stimulated by Doug
Lanterman’s treatise on tuning the SeaWind in the AMYA feature was such that
Andy Rust took the initiative, with
Doug’s help, (thanks guys!) to create a
summary one-page tuning guide which is
available in .pdf format from the USSCOA page of the SeaWind Resource
Center web site www.seawindrc.com.
2006 is shaping up to be another very
active year for SeaWind regattas. Entries
are already being taken for the Nationals,
hosted by the Housatonic MYC, Region
4 hosted by the Air Capitol MSC and Region 6 hosted by the Sacramento MYC.
There are also stirrings of a new SeaWind fleet emerging in Texas at the Les
Lacs MYC, Addison near Dallas, and
there is even talk of a bid for the Region
5 Regatta there later this year. Watch the
Resource Center and AMYA Regatta

SCOA Class Officers:
Secretary………...…....Mike Eades
Technical Advisor……Ken Bauser
AMYA Regional Directors
Region 1 (NE)………...Ken Bauser
Region 3 (SE)…..….Roger Wilkins
Region 4 (Central)….Philip Sarelis
Region 5 (SW)….....…..Jay Barnes
Region 6 (NW)….Doug Lanterman
Newsletter Editor.…......Andy Rust
Schedules for details. I am delighted to see
the new fleet emerging and welcome their
initiative.
Finally to the class ballot! Our COA
bylaws require us to ballot the members
every 2 years to elect new Officers and on
any proposals from any member for
changes to Bylaws or Class Rules. It is
your association, so please take the opportunity to express your views on any
changes you feel would benefit the class.
Nominations for Class Officers, Secretary
and Directors, should be sent to me by
email or snail mail. Any member can
nominate another (Continued on page 9)

Regatta winners (L to R): Dennis Desprois (1st place), Jay Barnes (3rd place),
Mike Eades (2nd place) and Rowland Stevens (4th place).

Seawind Express

Page 42

Radio Systems for the SeaWind TECH|

By Mike Eades — SeaWind Class Owner’s Association Secretary
I have been asked many times what radio systems are recommended for the SeaWind.
The following is a summary of what I see as the best options as of March 2006. The
info is believed to be correct when compiled on 3/15/06 — but no guarantees!

CORNER

1.1 Radios — Low Cost
Manufacturer/Model #

Price

Notes/Comments

$89.99 (Combo price — #LXGRNO from •
Tower Hobbies. Includes 1 3003 servo, 1 3801
sail winch servo)
•
•

Futaba 2-DR
(1.1.1)

•
•

(2-channel)

•
•
$39.99 (#LXARPO from Tower Hobbies)

•
•

Hitec Ranger IIN
(1.1.2)

•
•

(2-channel)

•
•
•

Includes AM Rx (42x28x17mm),
weight .59 oz,(16.7g)
Need to specify Tx/Rx AM crystals frequencies required.
Additional crystals for alternate channels
may be obtained. ($14.99 LXH282 from
Tower Hobbies)
Some users have experienced interference
problems in large fleets.
No built-in charging jack. Need to use alkaline AA’s or charge rechargeable batteries separately.
Needs ratchet and screw for left stick conversion. ($1.94 LXH435 & 436 from
Tower Hobbies)
INCLUDES RECOMMENDED SERVOS,
mounting hardware and Rx battery box.
Includes AM Rx HP-2RNB (53x35xmm)
weight .99 oz. (28g)
Need to specify Tx/Rx AM crystal frequencies required.
Additional crystals can be obtained (use
Futaba 2-DR crystals listed above)
Likely to have similar interference issues as
to the Futaba (see above).
Includes built-in charge jack, ratchet and
screw for left stick conversion.
Includes 2 HS-311 standard servos and
mounting hardware plus Rx battery box.
Needs Futaba S3801 sail winch (see following pages)

1.2 Radios — Mid Range Cost
$69.95 (#156750 — Servo City, Tx only)

•
•
•

Hitec Laser 4 FM
(1.2.1)
(4-channel)

•
•
•
•

Includes 9.6v 600 mAh battery
(rechargeable)
Includes Tx/Rx charger.
Includes built-in charge jack. Batteries can
be re-charged in place.
Need to specify Tx FM crystal frequency
required.
Additional crystal frequencies can be obtained, usually readily available.
Need to buy separate battery box. ($3.99 —
LXJC12 — Tower Hobbies)
NEED TO BUY SEPARATE RECEIVER
(Rx) AND SERVOS (See other pages)
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1.3 Radios — High End
Spektrum DX6
Park Flyer System
(1.3.1)

$200 (Approximate from Island Hobbies and •
other outlets)
•
•

(6 Channels)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Includes one AR 6000 DSM Dualink 6Channel Park Flyer Rx
Rx is light weight (7 grams), compact (39 x
39 x 9 mm) and has short (3.75”) antennas.
Additional receivers can be purchased for
use with other models. (Approx. $60 —
Various suppliers)
Includes 9.6v 600 mAh rechargeable battery pack, may need replacement with larger capacity?
Tx antenna is short and compact.
Includes and requires Tx battery charger.
(there are specific polarity requirements)
No frequency crystals needed. Rx finds
and locks on to vacant channels.
Includes 4 S75 micro servos which are redundant.
NEED TO BUY SEPARATE SERVOS.
(see next page)

1.4 Hitec Receivers
(Note: AM and FM radios on the same channel cannot be operated simultaneously)
HFS-03MM FM
75mhz
(1.4.1)

$31.99 (#LXCBC7 — Tower Hobbies)

•

(3 Channel)

DCX FM
Dual Conversion Rx
75mhz
(1.4.2)

•

•
$39.99 (#LXN522 — Tower Hobbies)

•
•
•

Need to buy a separate FM Rx crystal
($12.99 LXPY03 — Tower Hobbies)
Some second and third order interference
issues may occur.
Rx (39 x 26 x 17 mm) weight .56 oz. (16g)
Need to buy a separate FM DC Rx crystal
($12.99 LXPY03 — Tower Hobbies)
Free of interference issues.
Rx (40 x 28 x 18 mm) weight .75 oz. (21g)

(3 Channel)

2.1 Servos — Standard rudder servos
Futaba S3003 (2.1.1)

$10.99 (Servo City or Tower Hobbies)

•
•
•

Hitec HS-311 (2.1.2)
(THIS MODEL IS BEING
DISCONTINUED)

$8.99 (Servo City)

•
•
•

Max output — Torque: 56.8 oz.-in., Speed:
0.19 sec./60 degrees (at 6.0v).
Size 1.6” x 0.8” x 1.4” (41 x 20 x 36 mm)
Weight: 1.3 oz. (37.2g)
Max output — Torque: 51 oz.-in., Speed:
15 sec./60 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 1.57” x. 79” x 1.44” (40 x 20 x36.5
mm)
Weight: 1.52 oz. (43g)
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Hitec HS-322HD (2.1.3) $9.99 (Tower Hobbies)
(Deluxe Karbonite Gear)

•
•
•

Max output — Torque: 51 oz.-in,
Speed: .15 sec./60 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 1.60”x 0.8”x 1.40” (41 x 20 x 37
mm)
Weight: 1.5 oz. (43g)

2.2 Servos — Arm-type sail winches
Futaba S3802 (2.2.1)

$49.99 (Servo City or Tower Hobbies)

(NOT recommended —
power inadequate, does not
match holes in radio board)

Futaba S3801(2.2.2)
Hi-Torque

•
•
•
•
•

$54.99 (Servo City or Tower Hobbies)

•
•
•
•
•

(RECOMMENDED)

•

Hitec HS-765HB (2.2.3) $38.00 (#33756J/#LXGZU2 — Tower Hobbies)
Hi-Torque
W/J-plug
(slower but cheaper option)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Hitec HS-815BB (2.2.4) $44.99 (Tower Hobbies)
Hi-Torque
W/J-plug
(NOT Recommended.
slower, too large and 50%
heavier)

Total System Cost:

Bottom Line:

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Max Output — Torque: 153 oz.-inch,
Speed: 0.56 sec./140 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 1.8” x .9” x 1.7” (46 x 23 x 43 mm)
Weight: 2.6 oz. (73g)
Bearing type: Dual ball bearing
Gear type: 1 nylon gear, 1 metal output
gear.
Max Output — Torque: 194 oz.-inch,
Speed: 0.26 sec./125 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 2.4” x 1.2” x 2.0” (61 x 30 x 51mm)
Weight 3.7 oz. (107g)
Bearing type: Dual ball bearing.
Gear type: 3 nylon gears, 1 metal output
gear.
Includes sail arm (4 7/8” (124 mm) overall
length) and servo mounting hardware.
Max output — Torque: 183 oz.-inch,
Speed: 0.23 sec./60 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 2.32:” x 1.14” x 1.96” (59 x 29 x 50
mm)
Weight: 3.88 oz. (110g)
Bearing type: 1 ball bearing, 1 oilite bushing.
Gear type: Karbonite gears.
Includes sail arm (like Futaba’s) servo
mounting hardware and spare horns.
Max output — Torque: 343.01 oz./inch,
Speed: 0.38 sec./140 degrees (at 6.0v)
Size: 2.59” x 1.18” x 1.26” (66 x 30 x 57.6
mm)
Weight: 5.6 oz.
Bearing type: dual ball bearing
Gear type: Heavy duty nylon gears.
Includes sail arm (like Futaba’s)

Lowest Cost: 1.1.1 = $90 *OR* 1.1.2+2.2.2 (includes spare HS-311) $95
Mid Range: 1.2.1+1.2.2+2.1.1+2.2.2 = $193 *OR* 1.2.1+2.2.2+2.1.2+2.2.3 = $174
High End: 1.3+2.1.1+2.2.2 = $265

What type of radio system should you get?
That depends on what level of activity you plan to get into. For solo/recreational sailing go for
the lowest cost options above. If you are joining a club, and will be active in fleet racing, go with
either mid-range or high-end options. The high-end option is expensive but may be the wave of
the future (see article by Chuck Winder in MY#142!).
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Naples MYC Continues SeaWind Racing in 2006
By Frankie Novak — SW#27
The Naples MYC SeaWind fleet has enjoyed its second successful season of spirited racing. The 2005/2006 season began
November 1 and continued through the
end of April. Every Tuesday morning
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon were reserved for the stately SeaWinds. The active participation of ten members made
SeaWind racing enjoyable for most of the
season.
All events were held at Island Walk,
which is an ideal RC racing venue. The
very large pond is well laid with permanent buoy marks. Winds on the lake from
week to week are dependable with occasional light air and heavy wind days to
challenge skipper skills. Island Walk provides paved parking and paved walk access to the pond with lots of spectator encouragement. The Town Center has a restaurant and lavatory facility, which makes
all day sailing a very pleasant experience.
The Naples MYC scheduled six successive weekly counted race day events from
January 17th through the end of February
with the following final standing results:
Place Skipper

Sail #

Points

1

Ole Kistler

55

79

2

Frankie Novak

27

65

3

David Grozier

67

47

4

David Broadfoot

78

46

5

Richard Mulvey*

44

45

6

Thomas O’Malley

43

41

7

William Foote

BF

29

8

Daniel Brenner

7

15

(Nats. -- from p.2) the U.S. One Meter,
followed by Soling One Meters, Seawinds, Marbleheads and Star 45s. Seawinds
and one Soling fleet race on alternate
Thursdays, while two U.S. One meter
fleets, Marbleheads, Stars, and a second
Soling fleet share morning and afternoon
alternating schedules on Sundays.
Additionally, Wednesdays are informal sailing days and “run what you
brung.” During the past ten or twelve

Skippers concentrate as the action unfolds on the water.

The fleet works it’s way upwind.
years we have hosted a Marblehead Nationals, a couple of Star 45 Regional Regattas, an ODOM Regional, three U.S.
One Meter Regionals, and the Seawind
Region One Championship the last two
years. In closing, we encourage all Seawind skippers to consider attending the
2006 National Championship. We are
working hard to make this an enjoyable,
memorable, and fun event, and look forward to having you join us!

2006 SeaWind

Region 6 Championship
Regatta
** July 22, 2006 **
Lake Natoma, CA

Hosted by…

Sacramento Model Yacht Club
Visit this link for official NOR:
www.seawindrc.com/us-scoa/usscoa.asp
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Ice Breaker Regatta Kicks off 2006 ACMSC Season
last race of the season.
By Andy Rust — Seawind #25
The ACMSC officially kicked
The 2006 series should
off the 2006 season in fine fashbe even more competiion, with the running of the 2nd
tive, and we’re hoping to
set attendance records
annual Ice Breaker Regatta, held
for all club events this
on March 25.
Though the
season. One of the highweather was a little on the chilly
lights of last season was
side (typical for March in Kanthe club picnic/fun sail
sas), the competition was red
held at Cheney Reserhot. Three skippers from out of
voir, a popular local lake
the Wichita area made the trip
with an active full-scale
(the furthest distance traveled
yacht club. Events like
was from Dallas, TX) to join the
this are also being
competition, and a total of 12
planned for 2006, along
Seawinds were entered in this
with other new and interfirst event of the season.
esting events. With one
The class of the fleet for the
day was Lewisville, Texas skip- Action at the weather mark during the 2006 Ice Breaker Regatta. of the largest and most
active Seawind fleets in
per Bob Piper, who’s Seawind
Port Star had 4 first place and five sec- Don joined the ACMSC this winter, and the country, the ACMSC will continue to
ond place finishes in the 10 heats con- though Kansas City is a 2 ½ hour drive build upon the successes of it’s first two
tested. I think he would agree that it was from Wichita, they both plan to attend as seasons.
a great way to christen his new boat in many events this season as their schedules
competition, and we were extremely permit.
2006 Ice Breaker Regatta — Results
happy to have him join us. Shadowing
The ACMSC has another full slate of 1. Bob Piper (TX)………………...12 pts.
Bob all day was another new Seawind events scheduled for 2006, including the 2. Scott Loesch (#46)…………….15 pts.
skipper, Scott Loesch, sailing his newly return of the very successful Region 4 3. Andrei Condratov (#42)……….23 pts.
acquired #46 Seawind (previously owned Championships, to be held on June 2-4, 4. Andy Rust (#25)…………...…..31 pts.
by 2005 Region 4 Champion Sebastian eight Club Championship Points Series 5. Brett Hudson (#56)……...……..38 pts.
Echenique) into second place. Scott and Races and much more. As mentioned ear- 6. Don Boyko (#103)……………..50 pts.
Bob were not the only skippers that were lier, several new members have joined the 7. Aaron Roush (#83)……..……...50 pts.
debuting new boats at this event, but two club (three in all) over the winter, all of 8. Caspari/Neff (#28)……….…….63 pts.
Kansas City area sailors—Chris Craw- whom have acquired and built Seawinds. 9. Bob Girdler (#163)………...…..66 pts.
ford and Don Boyko also brought their Recently one of those new members, 10. Dick Rust (#49)……...……….67 pts.
new Seawinds to the event. Chris and
Terry Lewis donated a new vinyl 4X2 sign 11. Chris Crawford (#114)……….71 pts.
with the club’s logo 12. Terry Lewis (#112)…..……….86 pts.
and web address to
display at club events
2006 SeaWind
(Terry owns a sign
company in Wichita Region 4 Championship
called Full Moon
Regatta
Signs), and we hope
Hosted
by the…
that it will help
‘communicate’ to
spectators at the pond
even when our members are busy with
transmitters in our
hands racing. . The
2005 Club Championship Points Series
was exciting and full
of drama, with Andrei Condratov narJune 2-4 — Wichita, KS
Registration closes on May 19.
This new ACMSC banner that was donated by Terry Lewis rowly edging out
Andy Rust in the very
See www.acmsc.org for entry form/details!!!
and Full Moon Signs, was debuted at the Ice Breaker.
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(Secretary’s Desk — from p.3) member
for a position but you must have the nominee’s consent. Similarly any member may
propose a change to Class Bylaws or Rules
by email or snail mail to me. The proposal
should contain an indication as to which
Bylaw or Rule the change refers to and a
concise summary of what is proposed.
Don’t worry about precise wording of Bylaws or Rules, I can help with that. Just try

100% Waterproof
Hatch
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to be clear about what change you wish to
see and provide some explanation as to
why you think a change would be desirable. If you would like to present your
ideas to a wider audience before they
come to a vote the fall issue #6 of the
“SeaWind Express” will be happy to publish your thoughts. Just draft a brief note
for publication and send it to me and/or
Andy by mid-October. The ballots will

be mailed to all SCOA members after the
year end and any approved nominations
and changes will become effective April
1, 2007. Remember however that only
votes from members who are also members of AMYA will count, as required by
our constitution.
Editor’s note: A development in Region 5 has
occurred at press time: the Region 5 Regatta
will be held in TX. See ad below.

SeaWind National Championship

Don Boyko (SeaWind #103)
September 8-10, 2006
from Olathe, KS came up
with this intricate yet effecHosted by the Housatonic Model Yacht Club — Middlebury, CT
tive hatch design. Don took
the idea from a design he
uses with RC powerboats:
For details HMYC is on the web at:
“...I figured if this design
(http://www.geocities.com/housatonicmodelyachtclub/)
could impact the water at 60
MPH and not come loose or
leak, it would work on the
SeaWind Resource Center (http://www.seawindrc.com)
Seawind. I started out by using the plastic hatch supplied
Contact:
in the kit to make my pattern
Fred
Goebel
for the hatch frame. I used
some 3/32" aircraft plywood
22 Rock Ridge Rd.
from the hobby shop for the
Newtown, CT 06470
frame and the hatch.”
(203) 426-6986 or fredmaryg@mailstation,com
He made the frame so approximately half of the lip on
the hull's radio hatch opening
was left to support the new
plywood frame. This took
some time to trim it out. He
used his Dremmel tool's
small sanding drum in a drill
press set at a high speed. This
gave him a flat surface to
work on, and ensured the
opening would be square.
After completing the frame
and the fit met his approval,
he used the opening to trace
out the hatch cover. He tried Above Left: The completed hatch frame, ready to be in2006 SeaWind
to match up the grain as best stalled onto the hatch rim. Above Right: The completed
Region 5 Championship
as was possible just to make and installed hatch. Editor’s Note: Though the vang looks
‘suspect’,
it
is
merely
covered
with
blue
shrink
tubing
and
is
it look nice when finished.
Regatta
After the hatch cover was cut otherwise stock. The hatch opening itself is stock sized too.
October 29-30
out it was trimmed to fit just
Dallas, TX
slightly inside the frame. The pictures also a nice smooth gloss finish. Before fastenHosted by:
show a radio switch mounted on the deck. ing the frame to the hull, charging jacks
This is a small switch with a waterproof
Les
Lacs
Model
Yacht Club
were installed and CA was used to seal and
boot over the switch handle. Don sprayed
Stay tuned for more details on
on several coats of exterior polyurethane to glue them in place. The hatch frame was
this event in the coming
both frame sides to protect the resin from fastened to the hull with 3M 5200 Marine
months!
UV deterioration, and to give the surfaces
Caulk/Adhesive.

